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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AUTHORIZATION

Marcn 11, 1976.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed

AMrs. Suruvan, from the Committee on Merchant Marine and
Fisheries, submitted the following

REPORT
together with
DISSENTING VIEWS

[To accompany H.R. 8092]

The Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, to whom was
referred the bill (ELR. 8092) to extend the authorization for appro-
priations to carry out the Endangered Species Act of 1973, having
considered the same, report favorably thereon with an amendment
and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

Thatdﬁﬁm 15 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.B.C. 1542) is
amern e
(1) by striking out “and not to exceed $10,000,000 for fiscal year 1976,”
in paragraph (A) thereof and inserting in lien thereof “, not to exceed
$10,000,000 for fiscal year 1976, and not to exceed the total of $25,000,000
for fiscal years 1977 and 1978,”; and
(2) by striking out “and not to exceed $2,000,000 for fiscal year 1976,” in
paragraph (B) thereof and inserting in lien thereof “, not to exceed $2,000,000
for fiscal year 1976, not to exceed $500,000 for the period beginning July 1,
1976, and ending September 30, 1976, and not to exceed the total of $5,000,000
for fiscal years 1977 and 1978,”.

Purrost OF THE LEGISLATION

The purpose of the legislation is to extend the authorization for
appropriations to the Departments of Interior and Commerce to carry
out the provisions of the Endangered Species Act of 1973.

LEGISLATIVE DBACKGROUND

The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543) was
passed in December 1973. Primary responsibility for this legislation
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was placed with the Departments of Commerce and the Interior. Gen-
eral authorization of appropriations under the act for the Depart-
ments to carry out functions and responsibilities, other than certain
financial assistance to the States, is provided for by section 15 of the
act. The authorization for appropriationg under section 13 £XDIres o
June 30, 1976. Under this section, the act authorized an amount not
to exceed $4 million for fiscal year 1974, $8 million for fiscal year 1975
and $10 million for fiscal year 1976 to enable the Department of the
Interior to carry out functions and responsibilities of the act and
authorized to the Department of Commerce $2 million for fiscal year
1974, $1.5 million for fiscal year 1975 and $2 million for fiscal year
1976.

Further, under section 6 which expires on June 30, 1977, the Endan-
gered Species Act provides for grant-in-aid to States not to exceed $10
million for the first three years after date of enactment.

Accordingly, the Secretary of the Interior transmitted to Congress
on May 19, 1975, proposed legislation to extend the authorizations for
appropriations and on June 2, 1975, the Secretary of Commerce trans-
mitted the same. On June 20, 1975, Mrs. Sullivan introduced legislation
incorporating the two proposed extensions in the form of H.R. 8092.
A hearing was held on February 6, 1976, to consider the bill.

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION

Man’s activities threaten a growing number of species of plants and
animals with extinction. Environmental change is taking place so
rapidly that further delay in protection of endangered species and
their habitats pushes certain species inevitably closer to the brink
of extinction, making recovery more difficult and costly.

The Endangered Species Act of 1973 provided new and stronger
authority for the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Com-
merce to prevent the extinction of species. That authority included a
broader responsibility to list species that are subject to provisions of
the Act and also strengthened the Secretary’s ability to protect and
manage the listed species to the point where they are restored and can
be removed from the list. The goal of the endangered species program
is to maintain a healthy diversity of species and to preserve in their
natural ecosystems species of animals and plants that are endangered
~ with extinction or threatened with endangerment. Wherever possible,
the program seeks to restore such species to the point at which it is
once again a viable component of its ecosystem. Further, insofar as
possible, it is the intent of the program to prevent other species from
- becoming endangered. g

For fiscal year 1977, the President has requested the sum of
$9,198,000 for the Department of Interior and $541,000 for the Depart-
ment of Commerce under section 15 (A) and (B), respectively, to
carry out the program.

In October, 1975, the Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife Con-
servation and the Environment held three days of oversight hearings
on, the administration of the endangered species program. The De-
partmental presentations point out that the program sorely needs an
infusion of additional funds in order to assure the responsible and
effective management of this important Act.



























